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The rise of an
unspecified term

Prevalence of “Digital Sovereignty” in literature:

Before 2011: 6 X
2011-14: 51 x
2015-18: 261 X

Couture, Stephane, and Sophie Toupin. "What does the notion of

“sovereignty” mean when referring to the digital?." New media & society

21.10 (2019): 2305-2322.
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Fremdbestimmung Souveranitat Autarkie

“

Andere entscheiden, Wir sind hanf‘ilungsfahlg Wir machen
was wir tun. und entsche}den selbst, alles selbst!
was wir tun!

Wir verfiigen in digitalen Wir verfligen in zentralen Technologie- Wir entwickeln und fertigen
Schliisseltechnologien iiber feldern, Diensten und Plattformen iiber eigene Schliisseltechnologien
keine eigene Kompetenz Fahigkeiten auf weltweitem Spitzenniveau. mit eigenen Ressourcen

Uns fehlt die Fahigkeit, Wir sind in der Lage, selbst- Wir ziehen Technologien
Technologien in puncto bestimmt und selbstbewusst aus eigener Fertigung
Sicherheit zuverlassig zu zwischen Alternativen leistungs- Technologien Dritter auch
bewerten und sie im fahiger und vertrauenswiirdiger dann vor, wenn sie weniger
Bedarfsfall zu harten Partner zu entscheiden. leistungsfahig sind

From: Rohleder, Bernhard. ,Digitale Souveranitat.
Positionsbestimmung und erste Handlungsempfehlungen fiir
Deutschland und Europa“ Bitkom (2015)
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Sovereignty is a bad word, not only because it has
served terrible national mythologies;

[...] it is often a catchword, a substitute for
thinking and precision. It means many things,
some essential, some insignificant; some agreed,
some controversial; some that are not warranted
and should not be accepted.

- Henkin, Louis. International law: politics and values. Dordrecht: M. Nijhoff, 1995.



Five Definitions

Analysis by Couture and Toupin 2019:

“Souvereign Cyberspace”
- Territorial approach
- Self-determination of indigenous groups
- Activist approach of social movements
- “Personal” sovereignty

Couture, Stephane, and Sophie Toupin. "What does the notion of
“sovereignty” mean when referring to the digital?." New media & society
21.10 (2019): 2305-2322.
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scanned by Open Clip Art Library user Johnny Automatic
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Headscratcher.png), ,Headscratcher*, als gemeinfrei gekennzeichnet,
Details auf Wikimedia Commons: https://commonswikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US
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(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grenzsperrung_vor
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https:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
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Alfred T. Palmer (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AlfredPalmerwelderl.jpg),
JAlfredPalmerwelderl”, als gemeinfrei gekennzeichnet, Details auf Wikimedia Commons:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US
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Simon Wardley
@swardley
X : How good is the gameplay of digital sovereignty in the West?
Me : Mostly crap. We don't use maps, we use stories and have endless

blah blah sessions of consultants trying to define digital sovereignty. It's

like generals trying to win a war by giving it the right name.
Post (ibersetzen

1:06 nachm. - 22. Okt. 2020

¢ 15 Q) 23 ] 2 %

https://twitter.com/swardley/status/1319233778968121348
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Logomachy - the battle for theologically-correct
power words - is central to the world of
government and bureaucracy.

- Hood, Christopher. "Public management: The word, the movement, the science." The Oxford handbook of public
management. (2005).



Magic Concepts

Recommended reading: Pollitt, Christopher, and

Peter Hupe. "Talking about government: The role
of magic concepts." Public management review 13.5
(2011): 641-658.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14719037.2010.532963
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Abstract

This article examines the phenomenon of
‘magic’ concepts — those key terms which
seem to be pervasive among both academics
and practitioners. Within that category our
focus is on ‘governance’, ‘accountability’ and
‘networks’. Our prime purpose is to map their
meanings and how they are used. Following
an analysis of a wide range of literature —
both academic and practitioner — we find that
these concepts have properties in common
which help promote their popularity. A high
degree of abstraction, a strongly positive
normative charge, a seeming ability to
dissolve previous dilemmas and binary
oppositions and a mobility across domains,
give them their ‘magic’ character. Limitations
are also identified. Magic concepts are useful,
but potentially seductive. They should not be
stretched to purposes for which they are not
fitted.

Key words

Accountability, discourse, governance, gov-
ernment, networks, political language, rheto-
ric, transparency
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W.carter (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Asking_the_crystal_orb.jpg), ,Asking the
crystal orb*, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
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‘Magic’ is entertaining. It excites discussion, but
when the show is over many hard choices remain”.

- Pollitt, Christopher, and Peter Hupe. "Talking about government: The role of magic concepts." Public management
review 13.5 (2011): 641-658.
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The original uploader was FH at French Wikipedia.
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taboo_02.jpg), ,Taboo 02,
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0/legalcode

An excercise in self-discipline:
DigiSouv Taboo
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A.Savin (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kronleuchtersaal03.jpg),
.Kronleuchtersaal03", https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode
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