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The rise of an
unspecified term

Prevalence of “Digital Sovereignty” in literature:

Before 2011: 6 ×
2011–14: 51 ×
2015–18: 261 ×

Couture, Stephane, and Sophie Toupin. "What does the notion of 
“sovereignty” mean when referring to the digital?." New media & society 
21.10 (2019): 2305-2322.

From: Rohleder, Bernhard. „Digitale Souveränität. 
Positionsbestimmung und erste Handlungsempfehlungen für 
Deutschland und Europa“ Bitkom (2015)
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What is actually meant 
by “Sovereignty”?
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Is it just about 
Orthodoxy?



“Digital Souvereignty” 
will not lead us 

towards a specific 
goal!
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I.) An arbitrary term 
and thinking in 

borders
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Sovereignty is a bad word, not only because it has 
served terrible national mythologies; 
[…] it is often a catchword, a substitute for 
thinking and precision. It means many things, 
some essential, some insignificant; some agreed, 
some controversial; some that are not warranted 
and should not be accepted.
– Henkin, Louis. International law: politics and values. Dordrecht: M. Nijhoff, 1995.



Five Definitions

Analysis by Couture and Toupin 2019:

- “Souvereign Cyberspace”
- Territorial approach
- Self-determination of indigenous groups
- Activist approach of social movements
- “Personal” sovereignty

Couture, Stephane, and Sophie Toupin. "What does the notion of 
“sovereignty” mean when referring to the digital?." New media & society 
21.10 (2019): 2305-2322.
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“Take back control”?!

 ChiralJon (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Brexit_Banners_(48797845046).jpg), 
„Brexit Banners (48797845046)“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 



Where is the 
competency?

Alfred T. Palmer (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:AlfredPalmerwelder1.jpg), 
„AlfredPalmerwelder1“, als gemeinfrei gekennzeichnet, Details auf Wikimedia Commons: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Template:PD-US         



Markdown and 
plaintext for 
the tty age!

Hinnerk11 (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:RFT_F1300_grün_(4).jpg), 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode 



</digressive rant>



II.) Logomachy and 
Magic Concepts

 Stephen Millar 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:A_wizard_performing_spells_in_his_den._Wood_
engraving_by_S._Wellcome_V0025861.jpg), 
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https://twitter.com/swardley/status/1319233778968121348



Logomachy – the battle for theologically-correct 
power words – is central to the world of 
government and bureaucracy.
– Hood, Christopher. "Public management: The word, the movement, the science." The Oxford handbook of public 
management. (2005).



Magic Concepts

Recommended reading: Pollitt, Christopher, and 
Peter Hupe. "Talking about government: The role 
of magic concepts." Public management review 13.5 
(2011): 641-658.

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14719037.2010.532963 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/14719037.2010.532963


W.carter (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Asking_the_crystal_orb.jpg), „Asking the 
crystal orb“, https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode 

Characteristics of Magic Concepts

1. Broadness
2. Normative Attractiveness
3. Implication of Consensus
4. Global marketability



Marnie Joyce from New York City, USA 
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„C2E2 2013 - Obi-Wan Kenobi (8701575679)“, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 

„Is the Dark Side 
stronger?“

(The Good Side™ will only always win in movies!)

Erik Drost 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Baldwin_Wallace_Homecoming_(48868919918).jpg), 
„Baldwin Wallace Homecoming (48868919918)“, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 



ʻMagicʼ is entertaining. It excites discussion, but 
when the show is over many hard choices remain“.
– Pollitt, Christopher, and Peter Hupe. "Talking about government: The role of magic concepts." Public management 
review 13.5 (2011): 641-658.



III.) Goal setting for digital 
competencies

Marc Ryckaert (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ehnen_Signposts_R01.jpg), 
„Ehnen Signposts R01“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/legalcode         



An excercise in self-discipline: 
DigiSouv Taboo

The original uploader was FH at French Wikipedia. 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Taboo_02.jpg), „Taboo 02“, 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/1.0/legalcode 



A worthwile endeavour 
or a Folly?

David Evans (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Paxton's_Tower_-_Carmarthenshire_(5369178381).jpg), 
„Paxton's Tower - Carmarthenshire (5369178381)“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/legalcode 



What are the interests of 
the Emperor’s New 
Clothes Industrial 

Complex?
 Vilhelm Pedersen (1820 - 1859) (https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Emperor_Clothes_01.jpg), „Emperor 
Clothes 01“, als gemeinfrei gekennzeichnet, Details auf Wikimedia Commons:



We’re having a problem 
of remembering 

long-made lessons!

Deutsche Fotothek 
(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Fotothek_df_n-11_0001254.jpg), „Fotothek df n-11 
0001254“, https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/legalcode         



Say what actually is.
Demand clarity.

Prioritize strategy.
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